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syndicate, but he replied: c I require ten or twelve
millions, which M. Herz demands of me, and you must
extricate me.* I replied that I had not seen M. Herz
for a long time, and that I had nothing to do with his
affairs. Reinach seemed desperate. I added: * He is
insatiable. After you have given him ten or twelve
millions, he will demand your whole fortune; and
when he has got this, he will take your very overcoat
and shirt, and will then tell you to stand on your head
and walk from the Bastille to the Madeleine.' Shortly
after this, M. de Freycinet sent for me. He told me he
had heard of a suit against us from two leading politi-
cians, and that I had better arrange the matter with
Reinach. I informed M. de Freycinet that M. Herz
was demanding twelve millions from Reinach. M. de
Freycinet said he did not know the amount, and had
nothing to do with it, but he recommended me to try
to arrange the matter. Meanwhile M. Herz was flood-
ing the newspapers with threatening telegrams, and
M. Fontane received one also."
The President: " What was the result of your visit
to M. de Freycinet? "
M. de Lesseps: " It was not to my interest to fall
out with the Republican Government and the Minis-
ters, and I did all I could for Reinach. M. Glemenceau
sent for me too, and the conversation with him was
much the same as with M. de Freycinet. Then the
Minister of the Interior telephoned for my father to
call on him. This was because my interviews with
M. de Freycinet and M. Glemenceau had not had the
results hoped for. I went with my father to the Minister
of the Interior, and our conversation with M. Floquet